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CONSUMER REGISTER lists summaries of major consumer proposals before Federal agen- 
cies. If you wish to submit written comments, include your name & address, state the name 
& Federal Register citation of the proposal on which you are commenting and explain your 
views briefly & clearly. Although comments should reach agencies by the deadline, some 
agencies will consider comments received a few days late. When in doubt about your com- 
ments reaching Washington by the deadline, mail them anyway. 


Consumer Advisory Committee 


Federal Energy Office (FEO) has established a con- 
sumer advisory committee to advise it on consumer prob- 
lems related to the energy crisis. 


The committee, created in December, has alrady held 
one meeting. The committee is comprised of leaders in 
consumer education, voluntary consumer groups, state con- 
sumer offices & former government officials who have had 
experience in the energy field. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 7, 1973, page 33821. (The 
committee has been named the National Consumer Energy 
Advisory Committee. Next meeting will be Jan. 23.) 


Mattress flammability 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has 
announced that all mattresses & mattress pads manufac- 
tured after Dec. 22, 1973, must pass specific flammability 
tests. Lighted cigarettes are the primary hazard in mat- 
tress fires. The CPSC regulation only covers flame resist- 
ance to a burning cigarette. 


The mattress flammability standard went into effect 
June 22, 1973, & CPSC allowed manufacturers 6 months 
to comply. Noncomplying mattresses could still be manu- 
factured & sold until Dec. 22, 1973, but only if they were 
labeled as follows: 

“WARNING: This mattress does not meet the 

Consumer Product Safety Commission Flammabil- 

ity Standard for Mattresses (FF4-72, as 

amended). It may be subject to ignition and 

hazardous smoldering from cigarettes.” 


If a consumer goes into a store today to buy a mattress 
& it does not bear a warning label, the consumer should 
assume that it has passed the flammability tests. (It is 
possible, but unlikely, that the mattress was manufactured 
before June 22, 1973, in which case no such label would 
have been required.) 


Manufacturers have responsibility for keeping records 
for 3 years on flame retardants used & other evidence of 
compliance with the regulation. Retailers have record- 
keeping responsibilities also, but are not required to 


record names of individual consumers or dates of pur- 
chase. 


Special care instructions must be supplied for treated 
pads & must be labeled “T.” 


Details—Federal Register: Nov. 30, 1973, page 33069, June 
8, 1973, page 15095. CONSUMER REGISTER: Mar. 1, 1973, 
July 15, 1972. CONSUMER NEws: June 15, 1972. 


ALSO NOTEWORTHY: A procedure has been an- 
nounced to permit substitution of tape edge materials for 
mattresses as well as approval of an alternate sampling 
plan for mattress flammability. See Federal Register: 
Nov. 30, 1973, pages 33116 and 33118. 


Tequila 


Effective Feb. 1, Treasury Dept. regulations will re- 
quire that “Tequila” be identified as a distinctive product 
of Mexico. 


This means that Tequila must be manufactured en- 
tirely within Mexico. It cannot be manufactured in the 
U.S. although it can be bottled in this country. In return, 
Mexico will recognize bourbon whisky as a distinctive 
product of the U.S. 


Tequila is a distilled liquor made from a small Mexi- 
can cactus, Agave Tequilana Weber (“blue” variety). 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 5, 1973, page 33470. 


Fishy names 


Feb. 15 is deadline for comments on National Oceanic 
& Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) proposal to 


clarify policies & procedures that regulate the naming of 
fish. 


Regulations for standardizing names require that fish, 
shellfish & fish products be labeled with their common or 
usual names. (There are accurate names for these fish for 
scientific purposes.) The common or usual names now be- 
ing used sometimes are unacceptable to consumers because 
they “just don’t sound right”—ratfish, dogfish, cancer 
crab & wolfish, for example. Also, a consumer would prob- 





ably not buy barred grunt (scientific name: conodon no- 
bilis) or saucereye porgy (scientific name: calamus cala- 
mus) even though the flesh might taste as good & be just 


as nutritious as other fish that have acceptable common 
names. 


Additional problems arise when a consumer moves 
from one locale to another. The consumer may be accus- 
tomed to asking for a specific fish in one place, but upon 
moving into another area, he finds it has a different name. 


NOAA is trying to develop a systematic way to arrive 
at reasonable names to apply to fish on a fair basis that 
will be acceptable to consumers & will promote the sales of 
fish that have not been popular. (By standardizing accepta- 
ble common names for fish, NOAA will be assisting Food 
& Drug Administration, which has the responsibility for 
naming products made from fish.) In asking for comments, 
NOAA would like ideas from consumers on renaming fish 
& making these fish more popular. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 17, 1973, page 34682. Send 
comments to Director, National Marine Fisheries Service, 
National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration, Com- 
merce Dept., Washington, DC 20235. 


Drained weight 


March 15 is deadline for comments about a petition 
before Food & Drug Administration (FDA). Consumers 
Union (CU), an independent, nonprofit organization that 
tests & rates consumer goods & services, has asked FDA 
to require listing of drained weight on labels of processed 
fruits & vegetables. CU’s petition says, “Drained weight 
labeling is essential to avoid confusion of consumers and 
to enable value comparison at the consumer level.” 


FDA is asking for comments from consumers & others 
to determine whether CU’s proposal should be adopted. 


FDA would like information on the following: 


@ Conditions that affect drained weight of product 

@ How to state drained weight on the label 

@ How much it would cost to prepare a variety of 
labels & to hold unlabeled containers until drained weight 
of contents is determined. 

@ Whether the drained weight information would be 
worth the extra cost to consumers. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 5, 1973, page 33512. Send 
comments to Hearing Clerk, Food & Drug Administration, 
5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. 


Bottled water 


Food & Drug Administration (FDA) has established 


quality standards, effective May 22, for bottled drinking 
water. 


The new standards limit: 

@ Amount of fluoride added to the water 

® Concentration of chemicals present in the water 
@ Radioactivity content 

@ Bacteria count 


@ Other impurties that affect color & odor of the 
water. 


If the bottled water does not meet FDA standards, it 
may still be sold, but must be labeled to show it is below 
the quality standards. The label would have to state the 
presence of such conditions in the following ways: “Ex- 
cessively turbid,” “Abnormal color,” “Contains excessive 
chemical substances,” “Excessively radioactive” & other 
descriptive statements. 


Details—Federal Register: Nov. 26, 1973, page 32558, Jan. 
8, page 1019. CONSUMER REGISTER: Feb. 1, 1973. 


ALSO NOTEWORTHY: FDA has proposed guidelines 
for bottling & for the addition of fluoride to bottled drink- 


ing water. Details—Federal Register: Nov. 26, 1973, page 
32563, 32564. 


This listing is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register items deemed of par- 
ticular interest to consumers, & it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document required or au- 
thorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of the Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of 
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